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Dear Sir: 

Applicants acknowledge with appreciation the Examiner's indication that claims 1, 3-8, 
10-15 17-19, 21-24, 40-42, 44-45 and 47-51 are allowed. The Office Action includes a Statement 
Of Reasons For Allowance which indicates that independent claims 1,7, 11, 12, 17, 22, 40, 44 and 
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Applicants point out that each of the independent claims patentably distinguishes over 



the prior art, and was therefore allowed, based solely on the language within the claim itself, such 
that those independent claims that do not include the limitations recited in the reasons for allowance 
(e.g., independent claims 11, 12, 17, 22, 40, 44 and 49, as well as the claims depending therefrom) 
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